CHAPTER XI

THE AGREEMENT OF  IQ02

IN June, 1877, after his return from England Sir Salar Jung
in conjunction with his co-regent presented a memorial to
the Government of India praying for the restoration to the
Nizam of the administration of the assigned districts of
Berar. This incident marked an important stage in the
development of the question on account of the dispatch,
dated 28th March, 1878, which it drew from the Marquess
of Salisbury then Secretary of State for India. This
dispatch is of historical importance on account of the
following statements which are laid down with a tone of
infallibility as if they could not be challenged before any
earthly tribunal. I take them in their order in the dispatch,
and where I deem it necessary I make a comment.

" It is superfluous at this time to inquire into the grounds
and motives which actuated those who concluded the Treaty
of 1853. T^e fac* *bat it was signed and that its provisions
are binding on those who signed it is the material fact with
which H.M's. Government on the one side, and H.H's.
Government on the other side, have to deal."

The only comment necessary is to note with agreement the
admission that the Treaty was equally binding on both
parties. What was the cause and object of the Treaty ?
Leaving out all details, it was for the specific object of
defraying the cost of the Hyderabad contingent, and as
the " assignment" was defined to be " temporary" it
was made perfectly clear that the possibility of the con-
tingent becoming no longer necessary or desirable was
taken into contemplation whereupon " the assignment"
would necessarily lapse with its cause. There was nothing
whatever to sustain the view that the revenue of the Berars
could be assigned to any other object,

The several paragraphs devoted to the discussion of the
inter-dependence of officials of all ranks in the British
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